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Macomb Board of Commissioners Approves SMART Ballot Language for 

August Primary 
 
MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich. — The Macomb County Board of Commissioners (BOC) today 
approved placing a four year, 1 mill transportation request on the Aug. 5 ballot on behalf 
of the Suburban Mobile Authority of Regional Transportation (SMART). 
 
If approved by voters, a Macomb County homeowner whose residential taxable value is 
$63,000 would pay $26 a year for three years, according to calculations from the Macomb 
County Equalization Department. The department determined $63,000 is the average 
taxable value of a home in the county. 
 
According to the approved ballot language, if the millage increase renewal is approved it 
is expected to generate about $24 million in revenue the first year. The millage would be 
levied from 2014-17. 
 
SMART General Manager John Hertel approached the BOC on March 20, stating the 
transit authority wanted to ask voters for 1 mill, rather than the .59 currently being levied, 
to fund operations. Hertel said 1 mill is needed to maintain services, as the authority is 
anticipating a $21 million budget shortfall by 2018 without it. 
 
By placing the request on the ballot, the BOC is providing Macomb County voters the 
opportunity to choose how a portion of the region’s transportation system should be 
shaped in the future.  
 
In fiscal year 2013 SMART provided 9,212,672 rides in Macomb County on fixed routes 
and 367,179 connector rides.  
  
“SMART is a vital resource for workers who need to get to their job and for students who 
need to receive an education,” Board Chair Dave Flynn said. “We are giving voters the 
opportunity if they want to fund SMART.” 
 
Please see the attached document for the ballot language.  

 
 

### 
 For more news from the Macomb County Board of Commissioners, check www.MacombBOC.com 

or visit us on Facebook or @MacombBoC on Twitter. 
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