BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
1 S. Main St., 9th Floor
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043
586.469.5125 FAX 586.469.5993
macombcountymi.gov/boardofcommissioners

FINANCE COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2012
FINAL AGENDA
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Adoption of Agenda, AS AMENDED, TO INCLUDE #8B (PROCLAMATION), 9 AND 10A AND B
(previously distributed)
Approval of Minutes dated May 2 and 16, 2012
Public Participation (five minutes maximum per speaker, or longer at the discretion of the
Chairperson related only to issues contained on the agenda)

6.

Budget Timeline for September Year-End Funds (page 1)

(mailed)

7.

Adopt Resolution Authorizing Refunding of the Macomb County Building Authority Bonds,
Series 2005, and Approving the Undertaking to Provide Continuing Disclosure (page 2)

(mailed)

8.

Adoption of Proclamations:
a)

Commending Alex Brunk – Eagle Scout (offered by Carabelli) (page 25)

b)

Commending the Michigan Nature Association – 60th Anniversary

(mailed)
(attached)

(offered by Sabatini and Carabelli) (page 26)

9.

Agreement with City of Warren for Delinquent Personal Property Tax Collection (page 27)

10.

Recommendations from 6-5-12 Health & Human Services Committee Meeting:

11.
12.
13.

(attached)

a)

Budget Transfer Request/Community Services Agency - Chore Program (page 31)

b)

Budget Transfer Request/Community Services Agency – Head Start Program (page 33) (attached)

(attached)

New Business
Public Participation (five minutes maximum per speaker or longer at the discretion of the Chairperson)
Adjournment

MEMBERS: Brown-Chair, Miller-Vice-Chair, Carabelli, DiMaria, Flynn, Fraschetti, Gralewski, Moceri, Sabatini,
Sauger, Smith, Tocco and Vosburg.

MACOMB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Kathy D. Vosburg
District 8
Chair

Marvin E. Sauger
District 2
Vice Chair

Fred Miller
District 9
Sergeant-At-Arms

Toni Moceri – District 1

David Flynn - District 4

James L. Carabelli - District 6

Roland Fraschetti- District 10

Bob Smith- District 12

Phillip A DiMaria- District 3

Ray Gralewski- District 5

Don Brown- District 7

Kathy Tocco- District 11

Joe Sabatini- District 13
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RESOLUTION NO.
FULL BOARD MEETING DATE
AGENDA ITEM
MACOMB COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Resolution to receive and file the proposed budget timeline for the September year end funds for
FY ending 2013.
INTRODUCED BY: Commissioner Don Brown Chair, Finance Committee

Macomb County, Michigan
Proposed Budget Timeline
September Year End Funds
Fiscal Year Ending 2013

06/01/2012
to 06/29/2012

Finance Department to compile and discuss budgets with Department Leaders

06/29/2012

Budget submission to Board of Commissioners

07/24/2012

Budget discussion - Finance Committee

08/15/2012

Budget discussion – Finance committee

09/05/2012

Deadline to post notice of Public Hearing (newspaper, website, etc.)

09/12/2012

Public Hearing

09/12/2012

Budget discussion & Finance Committee approval

09/13/2012

Final budget approval – Full Board Meeting

COMMITTEE/MEETING DATE
Finance/June 6, 2012
Full Board/June 7, 2012

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Official Proclamation of the Board of Commissioners
Macomb County, Michigan
A Proclamation Commending Alex Scott Brunk
For Achieving the Status of Eagle Scout
In the Boy Scouts of America
Commissioner James L. Carabelli,
On Behalf of the Board of Commissioners,
Offers the Following Proclamation:
Whereas, the Boy Scouts of America was founded in 1910, with a goal of encouraging
boys to participate in an organization which fosters and develops physical as well as mental
well-being through programs centered around outdoor and educational activities, as well as civic
affairs, which are aimed at developing good citizenship and healthy and useful living; and
Whereas, the Boy Scouts of America has steadfastly taught its young members that
service and assistance to others, rather than one’s self, are the highest attainable goals in life
and scouting; and
Whereas, an eagle candidate is required to direct a work crew as part of his project;
additionally, the candidate must either solicit donations of materials and/or hold a fundraising
project to acquire the monies to purchase the materials needed. Neither the scout nor the Boy
Scout troop can benefit in any way; and
Whereas, Alex Brunk is a Boy Scout who has faithfully and devotedly adhered to the
teachings and principles of the Boy Scouts of America and participated to such an extent that he
has earned and achieved the highest rank possible, that of “Eagle Scout,” which is worthy of
public acknowledgement and commendation by this body; and
Whereas, Alex Brunk’s chose an Eagle Scout project at the elementary school he
attended. It consisted of refurbishing and improving more than a half mile of hiking trail in the
Morgan Elementary Nature Center. He and his team invested over 160 hours to complete this
project to beautify the area for the benefit of the students and the community.
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved By The Board Of Commissioners, Speaking For And
On Behalf Of All County Residents As Follows:
I
That By These Presents, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners hereby publicly
acknowledges and commends Alex Brunk on achieving the status of “Eagle Scout” a goal
which is sought by all who join the Boy Scouts of America but seldom attained and is truly
worthy of public recognition.
II
Be It Further Resolved that a suitable copy of this Proclamation be presented to Alex
Brunk in recognition of his achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.
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Official Proclamation
Of the Board of Commissioners
Macomb County, Michigan
A Proclamation Commending the
Michigan Nature Association on Its 60th Anniversary
Commissioners Joe Sabatini and James L. Carabelli,
On Behalf of the Board of Commissioners,
Offer the Following Proclamation:
Whereas, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners would like to commend the
Michigan Nature Association on its 60th anniversary. In 1951 Bertha A. Daubendiek and her
friends formed a group to study birds in Macomb County. Over the years, this small group has
expanded into a non-profit conservation organization that protects more than 10,000 acres
across Michigan, from the northern tip of the Upper Peninsula to the Indiana-Ohio border; and
Whereas, when the group successfully halted the destruction of a tern colony at
Metropolitan Beach, they changed their name to the St. Clair Metropolitan Beach Sanctuary
Association and started hosting nature exhibits, guided tours and a study course to motivate the
conservation and protection of Michigan’s special natural areas; and
Whereas, in 1954 the organization changed their name to the Macomb Nature
Association; by 1957 they were traveling to all the schools in Macomb County and St. Clair
County with an educational conservation exhibit. They established the Junior Nature Patrol for
students to learn about the environment; and
Whereas, the Macomb Nature Association began its quest for land preservation and
acquisition; they began purchasing land and establishing nature sanctuaries. In 1965 the name
was again changed to the Eastern Michigan Nature Association. The final name change to the
Michigan Nature Association came about in 1970.
Whereas, it is fitting and proper that the Michigan Nature Association be commended
by the Macomb County Board of Commissioners for their many efforts to conserve the natural
beauty of the County of Macomb and the state of Michigan for the past 60 years.
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved By The Board Of Commissioners, Speaking For And
On Behalf Of All County Citizens As Follows:
I
That By These Presents, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners hereby publicly
commends and recognizes the Michigan Nature Association on their 60th anniversary.
II
Be It Further Resolved that a suitable copy of this Proclamation be presented to the
Michigan Nature Association in testimony of the high esteem in which it is held by the
Macomb County Board of Commissioners.
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RESOLUTION NO.
FULL BOARD MEETING DATE
AGENDA ITEM

MACOMB COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION TO: approve an agreement with the City of Warren to collect the City of
Warren’s delinquent personal property taxes.

INTRODUCED BY: Don Brown, Chairperson, Finance Committee

The County, with concurrence of the County Treasurer, may enter into a contract to collect
the delinquent personal property taxes for a city or township, MCL 211.56(3). The County
Treasurer collects personal property taxes for other municipalities. The City of Warren has
recently requested that the County collect its delinquent personal property taxes and has
this issue on the agenda for its June 12, 2012 City Council meeting.

COMMITTEE/MEETING DATE: Finance, June 6, 2012
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OFFICE OF MACOMB COUNTY TREASURER
TedB. Wahby
1 S. Main St., 2nd Floor
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043-2312
586-469-5 L90 FAX 586-469-6770

Jerome T. Moffilt
Chief DepUty

Memorandum
To:
From:

Commissioner Don Brown, Finance Committee Chair
Treasurer Ted Wahby \.
J

Date:

June 4.2012

RE:

Warren Delinquent Personal Property Tax Collection Contract

\j""-"

We have been approached by the City of \Varn:n requesting that we collect their
delinquent personal property tax. While the city treasurer has asked this of us several

times previously. it does now appear that she has support of the Ma)'or and a majority of
council to go forward.
Warren has indicated that they currently have $2,070,573 in uncollected personal
property taxes. which is spread over 2,241 accounts. At our current collection levels I
anticipate we will collect $1,364,285 in base tax. of which $178,728 is County' tax, and
an addilional $298,114 in additional interest and administration fees (direct revenue to
the department), Going fon.vard annual revenue 10 the department will be in excess llf

$100.000.
Our delinquent personal property tax collection program offers many advantages to the
25 communities we have under contract. Warren and the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores
(which does not have a personal property assessment) are the lone hold outs.
We are successful because we employ a dedicated staff that is able to provide specific
actention to this process. Maintaining this sort of direct focus is more challenging to local
communities with increasing demands and decreasing budget with smaller staffs. Last
year the collections in the personal property collection department were nearly $3.4
million, $380,000 in county lax and over $490.000 in interest and admin fees,
In consideration of this request I am also mindful of the roll my collectors play in lhe tax
reversion process.
State law requires that personal visits be made to foreclosed
properties, Rather than outsource these visits as the State and most other counties have,
\ve adjusted workflow to enable staff sufficient time to complete this important task.
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Though only required by statute to make one visit, staff makes repeated contacts until it is
determined how the taxpayer intended to meet their obligation.
In thousands of cases staff went above and beyond reasonable expectations to assist the
property' ovmers. Where hardships existed we put the taxpayer in contact with federal,
state, and local agencies to help find assistDnce. Staff have made phone calls, sent letters,
and helped arrange appointments for property owners. As the number of delinquencies
has grown this puts increasing pressure on staff.
This work done by our personal property collectors plays a significant role in maintaining
our record of never foreclosing on an occupied home or business.
Making these visits internally has clearly been in the best interest of our tax payers and of
the County's finances. Last year staff made 5,320 initial visits which generated net
revenue of$269,000.
Conclusion:
My final analysis is that I believe Warren would be better off in our system, the County

will receive additional revenue, and wc will provide better service to County taxpayers.
The professionalism. commitment to providing quality service, and the economies of
scale "ve provide will benefit their taxpayers. Also, consolidating public services is a
high priority on everY'one's agenda. Assuming this responsibility from Warren continues
to move the County in the right direction.
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AGREEMENT
THIS AGREEMENT (“the Agreement”) is made this _____ day of June, 2012, between the City of
Warren, (the “City”) of Macomb County, Michigan, and the CHARTER COUNTY OF MACOMB (the
“County”).
WHEREAS, the City and the County wish to enter an Agreement to provide that the Macomb
County Treasurer shall collect the delinquent personal property tax of the City for the tax year 2005 thru
present and all subsequent years until canceled by either party.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises of the parties to this Agreement, the
City and the County agree as follows:
1.

Pursuant to MCL 211.56, the County Treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of the

delinquent personal property taxes of the City for the tax year 2005 and all subsequent tax years until this
Agreement is canceled by either party.
2.

Both the City and the County, including the County Treasurer, agree to comply with the

requirements of the Act and other applicable laws governing the collection of delinquent personal property
tax.
3.

For services performed, the County Treasurer shall add to the amount of the assessed tax, any

collection or administration fee, distraint and sale fee, interest, penalty or charge provided by this Act and
shall also collect whatever costs, fees or expenses allowed by a court if a remedy is pursued through the
courts.
The County will remit taxes collected approximately forty-five days from the end of the Collection
month. All interest earned on collection will be retained by the County.
Acknowledging the terms of this Agreement, the parties have signed below as of the date first above
stated.
This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days written notice.
CITY OF WARREN

MACOMB COUNTY

By:_____________________________
JAMES R. FOUTS, Mayor

By:___________________________________
Mark Deldin, Deputy Executive

By: _____________________________
PAUL WOJNO, Clerk

By:____________________________________
TED B. WAHBY, Treasurer
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*see below

Toni Moceri, Chairperson, Health & Human Services Committee
*Further, this budget action addresses budgetary issues only. It does not
constitute the Commission's approval of any County contract. If a contract
requires Commission approval under the County's Contracting Policy or the
County's Procurement Ordinance, such approval must be sought separately.
FORWARD TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.
(This language was added by Health & Human Services Committee Chair Moceri.)

Health & Human Services
Finance 6-6-12

6-5-12

APPROVED
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*see below

Toni Moceri, Chair, Health & Human Services Committee
*Further, this budget action addresses budgetary issues only. It does not
constitute the Commission's approval of any County contract. If a contract
requires Commission approval under the County's Contracting Policy or the
County's Procurement Ordinance, such approval must be sought separately.
FORWARD TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.
(This language was added by Health & Human Services Committee Chair Moceri.)

Health & Human Services
Finance 6-6-12

6-5-12

APPROVED
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