BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
1 S. Main St., 9th Floor
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043
586.469.5125 ~ Fax: 586.469.5993
www.macombBOC.com

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2014
FINAL AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Adoption of Agenda

4.

Approval of Minutes dated July 23, 2014

5.

Public Participation (five minutes maximum per speaker, or longer at the discretion of the Chairperson

(previously distributed)

related only to issues contained on the agenda)

6.

Department Budget Review – Michigan Works/Chris Reilly, Director,
Macomb/St. Clair Michigan Works (page D-12 of budget)

7.

Presentation on Farm Bill Conservation Technician Proposal/Joe Kautz,
Administrator, Sanilac & St. Clair Conservation Districts (page 1)

8.

New Business

9.

Public Participation (five minutes maximum per speaker or longer at the discretion of the Chairperson)

10.

Adjournment

(attached)

*To review the 2015 recommended budget, click on link below:
http://www.macombgov.org/finance/pdf/2015%20BUDGET/2015%20FULL%20RECOMMEND%20BUDGET
%207-1-14.pdf
A copy is also available in the Board Library for review purposes only.

MEMBERS: Mijac-Chair, Carabelli-Vice-Chair, Boyle, Brown, Klinefelt, Moceri, Smith and Flynn (ex-officio)

MACOMB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
David J. Flynn – Board Chair
District 4

Kathy Tocco – Vice Chair
District 11

Mike Boyle – Sergeant-At-Arms
District 10

Toni Moceri – District 1

Marvin Sauger – District 2

Veronica Klinefelt – District 3

Robert Mijac - District 5

James Carabelli – District 6

Don Brown – District 7

Kathy Vosburg – District 8

Fred Miller – District 9

Bob Smith – District 12

Joe Sabatini – District 13
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USDA Service Center
2830 Wadhams Road
Kimball, MI 48074
PH: 810-984-3001 ext. 5

www.sanilaccd.org/st.clair

Farm Bill Conservation Technician Proposal

Date: July 22, 2014
To: Macomb County
General Background- In January of 2014, the St. Clair Conservation District and Sanilac Conservation
District partnered together to offer conservation programs and support for the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) through the USDA office located in Kimball Twp., MI. This USDA Service
Center services landowners in Macomb and St. Clair Counties. Due to the co-location of the St. Clair
Conservation District with the Macomb/St. Clair USDA Service Center, several Macomb County
landowners are seeking help from conservation district staff in the office. The St. Clair/Sanilac
Conservation District has the opportunity to apply for a technical assistance grant from NRCS to help
utilize Farm Bill programs to service the needs of Macomb County landowners. Local match is required
for these grants.
Proposal – The St. Clair/Sanilac CD is proposing a ½ time (20 hrs. per week) technician for 3 years,
dedicated to aiding NRCS with implementing Farm Bill Programs in Macomb County. This technician
would be housed in Macomb/St. Clair Service Center and would work directly with NRCS and
landowners in Macomb County. The Conservation District is proposing the remainder 20 hrs. per week
to St. Clair County, creating a full time position working on Farm Bill Programs.
Specific Job Duties will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide technical assistance to private landowners helping them apply and secure conservation
funding through the 2014 US Farm Bill.
Administer contracts funded by USDA through data collection, design layout, construction
inspection, etc.
Promote and market federal funding opportunities in Macomb County.
Work with active watershed organizations/coalitions to help in efforts to reduce pollution in
Macomb County waterways. Help them identify funding opportunities.
Serve as a first point of contact for the NRCS District Conservationist.
Provide training about conservation practices as requested.
Assist Macomb/St. Clair NRCS in maintaining office hours to serve customer walk-ins and phone
calls.
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Funding Needed: Local match/funding required
Funding Proposed (3 year grant)
$130,000.00 provided by NRCS
$15,000.00 provided by St.Clair/Sanilac CD Partnership
$15,000.00 requested from St. Clair County
$15,000.00 requested from Macomb County
$175,000 Total Grant Package
Please consider this funding request, as the opportunities to bring Farm Bill programs to
Macomb County can be significant for helping spur a better economy and protecting the
environment for residents. If there is an opportunity to attend a commissioners’ meeting to answer
any questions you may have, please let me know. I may be reached at the following e-mail
joe.kautz@mi.nacdnet.net or phone numbers listed below. I have attached a quick facts sheet for
your review. Thank your for your consideration to this funding.
Sincerely,

Joe Kautz, Administrator
St. Clair and Sanilac Conservation Districts
(810)984-3001 ext. 5
(810) 648-2998 ext.5
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Farm Bill Environmental Programs
Macomb County

Quick Facts:
•

With the new Farm Bill, the office is experiencing increased demand and interest in smaller scale
farming. There have been numerous people inquiring about available programs for hoop
houses, bee pollination, habitat restoration etc. Many of these practices fit the diversity of
agriculture in Macomb County.

•

Active watershed organizations are increasingly putting pressure on rural landowners and the
agriculture sector to begin implementing best management practices to reduce soil erosion,
nutrients, pesticides and other pollutants associated with degraded water quality and algal
blooms. Farm Bill programs could be utilized to aid in efforts to improve water quality on Lake
St. Clair.

•

2014 Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) had 13 applicants from Macomb County.
Several other landowners were consulted by the St. Clair Conservation District or NRCS but
didn’t complete the application process. (potential landowners for upcoming programs)

•

7 of the 13 applicants have been awarded funding to implement environmental practices on
their property. These practices include the following:
4 seasonal high tunnels
2 erosion control structures
761 acres of nutrient management
42 acres of cover crops
1.3 acres of pollinator habitat
488 acres integrated pest management
These practices cover a total of 765 acres of land in Macomb County. These practices may be
adopted across several more acres as farmers/producers adopted them into their agricultural
operation.

•

In 2013 Farm Bill programs totaled $177,317.00 and $114,900.00 for 2014 in Macomb County.
Totaling $292,217.00 in conservation practices in the past two years.

(DISTRIBUTED 8-13-14)

Macomb County
2014 Farm Bill Programs
Presented By:
Joe Kautz, Administrator
St. Clair and Sanilac Conservation Districts

Christina Nickola, District Conservationist
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Macomb & St. Clair Counties

St. Clair County Board of Directors
Karyn McCue, Chairman
Don Gardner, Vice-Chairman
Pat Eppley, Director
Charles Lewis, Director
David Wronski, Director
Joseph Kautz, Administrator
Environmental Programs
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Quick Facts:
With the new Farm Bill, the office is experiencing increased demand and
interest in smaller scale farming along with the existing larger farm
operations. There have been numerous people inquiring about available
programs for hoop houses, bee pollination, habitat restoration,
agrichemical storage facilities and more. Many of the Farm Bill programs fit
the diversity of agriculture in Macomb County.
Active watershed organizations are increasingly putting pressure on rural
landowners and the agriculture sector to begin implementing best
management practices to reduce soil erosion, nutrients, pesticides and
other pollutants associated with degraded water quality and algal blooms.
Farm Bill programs could be utilized to aid in efforts to improve water
quality on Lake St. Clair and other waterways in Macomb County.
2014 Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) had 13 applicants
from Macomb County. Several other landowners were consulted by the St.
Clair Conservation District or NRCS but didn’t complete the application
process. (potential landowners for upcoming programs)
7 of the 13 applicants have been awarded funding to implement
environmental practices on their property. These practices include the
following:
4 seasonal high tunnels
2 erosion control structures
761 acres of nutrient management
42 acres of cover crops
1.3 acres of pollinator habitat
488 acres integrated pest management
These EQIP practices cover approximately 1000 acres of land in Macomb
County. They may be adopted across several more acres as
farmers/producers adopt them into their agricultural operation.
In 2013, Farm Bill programs totaled $177,317.00 and $114,900.00 for 2014
in Macomb County. Totaling $292,217.00 in conservation practices in the
past two years.
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a
voluntary program that provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural
producers through contracts up to a maximum term of ten years in length. These
contracts provide financial assistance to help plan and implement conservation
practices that address natural resource concerns. It also funds opportunities to
improve soil, water, plant, animal, air, and related resources on agricultural land
and non-industrial private forestland. An additional purpose of EQIP is to help
producers meet federal, state, tribal, and local environmental regulations.
Who Can Apply
Owners of land in agricultural or forest production, or people who are
engaged in livestock, agricultural or forest production on eligible land and
that have a natural resource concern on the land may participate in EQIP.
How EQIP Works
EQIP provides financial assistance payments to eligible producers based on
a portion of the average cost associated with practice implementation.
Additional payments may be available to help producers develop
conservation plans which, are required to obtain financial assistance.
Conservation Districts partner with NRCS to work with the producers to develop a
plan of operations that:
1.
Identifies the appropriate conservation practice or measures needed to
address identified natural resource concerns.
2.
Implements conservation practices and activities according to an EQIP plan
of operations developed in conjunction with the producer that identifies
the appropriate conservation practice or measures needed to address
identified natural resource concerns. The practices are subject to NRCS
technical standards adapted for local conditions.
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Conservation Stewardship Program
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) helps agricultural producers
maintain and improve their existing conservation systems and adopt additional
conservation activities to address priority resources concerns. Participants earn
CSP payments for conservation performance—the higher the performance, the
higher the payment.
Through CSP, participants take additional steps to improve the resource
conditions on their land—including soil, air and habitat quality, water quality and
quantity, and energy conservation.
CSP provides two types of payments through five-year contracts: annual
payments for installing new conservation activities and maintaining existing
practices; and supplemental payments for adopting a resource-conserving crop
rotation. Producers may be able to renew a contract if they have successfully
fulfilled the initial contract and agree to achieve additional conservation
objectives. Eligibility and planning are very similar to what the EQIP has.
The 2014 Farm Bill increased the program’s focus on generating additional
conservation benefits, removed the limitation on the number of nonindustrial
private forestland acres that can be enrolled in CSP, and increased flexibility to
enroll land coming out of the Conservation Reserve Program.

Macomb County has a long standing history of No-Till
Farming! This practice is one contributor to eligibility
for the CSP Program.
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Other NRCS Programs Available
•
•
•
•

Conservation Stewardship Program
Conservation Technical Assistance
State Technical Committees
Agricultural Management Assistance

•
•
•
•

Watershed Rehabilitation Program
Healthy Forests Reserve Program
Wetlands Reserve Program
Farmland Protection Policy Act

•

Environmental Quality Incentives Program
o Agricultural Water Enhancement
Program
o Conservation Activity Plans
o EQIP Air Quality Initiative
o EQIP On-Farm Energy Initiative
o EQIP Organic Program Initiative
o EQIP Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative
o EQIP Wildlife Habitat
National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI)
Conservation Innovation Grants
Conservation Stewardship Program
Watershed Surveys and Planning

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Assistance
Conservation Planning
Customer Service Toolkit
Rapid Watershed Assessment
Animal Feeding Operations
Nutrient and Pest Management
Conservation Effects Assessment Project
Conservation Resources Inventory
Soil Survey Program
Regional Conservation Partnership
Program
Agriculture Conservation Easement
Healthy Forest Easement

•

•
•
•
•

Cooperative Conservation Partnership
Initiative

•

•
•

Resource Conservation and Development
Program

Multiple job opportunities and economic development have been created from
the money brought into the county via NRCS. Examples of such benefits include:
building material, construction jobs, erosion control materials, excavation jobs,
crop consulting and more!

Seasonal High Tunnels such as this one are being
demanded by agribusinesses around the county.
Many producers are looking to extend the growing
season of their operations and market fresh
produce grown locally.

9

Livestock Waste Storage Facilities are
another practice that can help livestock
producers manage manure and apply it
to the field when conditions are optimal,
in order to utilize the nutrients in the
most economic fashion during the
growing season. These facilities prevent
clean storm water from being
contaminated, resulting in surface and
groundwater protection.

The NRCS – EQIP program also promotes and cost shares cover crops, grassed waterways, and
conservation cover areas (like pollinator habitats). Practices like these improve soil health, can
provide forage for bees and other beneficial insects, and can improve water and air quality.
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Problem fertilizer storage and mix and load
areas, such as this (see left photo) can be
remedied via the USDA-NRCS EQIP
program, where they cost share
Agrichemical Handling Facilities (such as
the building and blueprint photos below).

Chemical tanks and loaded applicators containing fertilizer and pesticides are stored in a safe
manner utilizing the agrichemical facility practice. The picture above (left side) shows the inside
diagram of proper storage on a sloped cement floor with containment walls, in the event of a
ruptured tank. The picture on the right side shows a locked and secured facility shedding clean
storm water from being contaminated with the chemicals stored inside.
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The Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program
(MAEAP) is an innovative, proactive program that helps farms of all sizes and all commodities

voluntarily prevent or minimize agricultural pollution risks. MAEAP’s mission is to develop and
implement a proactive environmental assurance program ensuring that Michigan farmers are
engaging in cost-effective pollution prevention practices and working to comply with state and
federal environmental regulations.

This comprehensive, voluntary, proactive program is designed to reduce farmers’ legal and
environmental risks through a three-phase process: 1) education; 2) farm-specific risk
assessment; and 3) on-farm verification that ensures the farmer has implemented
environmentally sound practices. The program’s three systems — Farmstead, Cropping and
Livestock — each examine different aspects of the farm.
After becoming MAEAP verified, a farm can display a
MAEAP sign signifying that MAEAP partners recognize the
farm is environmentally assured.
With confidentiality guaranteed by law, MAEAP provides a
structure under which Michigan farmers can be assured
they are effectively following all current Right to Farm
Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices (GAAMPs) and are working to
comply with state and federal environmental laws specific to each system of the program.
MAEAP was first developed in 1997 by a coalition of farmers, commodity groups, state and
federal agencies, and conservation and environmental groups to provide a venue for farmers to
become better educated about management options in order to help protect and enhance the
quality of natural resources. Partners from these groups are still involved in MAEAP’s work,
serving on committees and spreading the word to farmers. On March 8, 2011, Governor Rick
Snyder signed the first legislation of his new administration, establishing MAEAP into law.
Michigan farms have achieved more than 2,500 MAEAP verifications across the state on farms
of many different sizes, producing many different crops. To date, Macomb County has 9 farms,
with at least one verification. There are a total of 16 Verifications across the three systems:
Farmstead, Livestock, & Cropping.
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MAEAP benefits Michigan by:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protecting natural resources using environmentally sound practices.
Having emergency plans ready to deal with the unexpected.
Using proven scientific standards to protect our air, water and soil.
Maximizing natural fertilizer use and reducing use of fertilizers made from fossil fuels.
Making good neighbors.
Helping protect the Great Lakes.
Ensuring safe storage of fuel, fertilizer and chemicals.
Balancing efficient production and sound environmental practices.
Taking care of the land while making a living from the land.

Administrator Joe Kautz and MAEAP Technician
Kyle McCarty join Governor Snyder on his visit to
the MAEAP Verified Wayne Wood farm, near
Marlette, MI.
Snyder’s first signed law after he took office as
Governor was the MAEAP Legislation.

Assistance is available through the EQIP Program to help producers
plan, engineer and pay for corrections needed to farm within
Michigan’s Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices
also known as “Right to Farm”.

