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BOC digitizing records for sound recordkeeping, transparency  
 
MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich. — Phase 1 of the Macomb County Board of Commissioners Scanning 
Project began today as a means to preserve the Board’s historical records and make them more 
accessible to the public through digitization. 
 
Currently only single paper copies of Board Minutes, which date back to the 1940s when the 
Macomb County Board of Supervisors was the County’s governing body, exist. Due to the large 
amount of information needed to be digitized several aspects of the project had to be considered, 
such as server space, hardware acquisition and software.  
 
The Macomb County IT Department is performing the scanning and indexing of the committee 
minutes and related supplemental information, which encompasses Phase 1. For this phase, IT 
contract personnel will work onsite in the BOC offices from initial startup to project completion. 
Phase 2 will involve linking committee minutes to agendas and support materials to make 
searches easier and more productive as well as to create more transparency and access.  
 
“This effort is a large undertaking with many facets, we appreciate the IT Department’s 
coordination and expertise,” said Board Chair Dave Flynn. “Ensuring our records are stored in a 
safe and publicly accessible manner not only highlights good governance and transparency, but 
places value on the history of this office." 
 
Initially, a kiosk located in the Board Office will make the searchable records available to the 
public. The long-term goal is to make these records available online, also in a searchable format.  
 
The need for storage backup of these important historical records was recognized about a decade 
ago. However, the 2013 County Building fire served as a focusing event, illustrating the true 
possibility and danger of losing such valuable records. A concrete solution then began to be 
investigated by the Board of Commissioners in November 2013.  
 
 
PICTURES: 
 
Scanning1: Board of Commissioners Committee Reporter Corinne Bedard watches as IT 
Contractor Tony Bittick inputs historical records as part of Phase 1 for the Macomb County Board 
of Commissioners Scanning Project. 
 
Scanning 2: Macomb County Business Service Analyst Mark Broadwell sorts through Board of 
Commissioners minutes from 1969 while IT Contractor Tony Bittick inputs data.   
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